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Recycling in 2010
I don’t think too many people are sorry to see
2009 behind us. The recycling industry is emerging in
2010 with a different face than it had before, but
perhaps with a more realistic one. Industry insiders
have long known that “recycling is not free”. While
there was money to be made when times were good,
somebody had to pay the bills when times were not so
good. To the average person, recycling appeared to be
“free”; in reality, the industry was subsidized through a
combination of government subsidies, grants, and
incentives that hid the true cost of collecting and
processing the material. The other issue was that,
while recycling is the environmentally preferred way to
manage waste in order to conserve our natural
resources and protect our environment (which it does),
recyclables are also a commodity that only has value if
someone else wants it. And someone else only wants it
if it can be remade into something that can be sold at a
profit, after the cost of collecting, processing, and
manufacturing are covered.
Where does that leave
us now? As of this writing, some
recycling markets are stronger,
but overall, the manufacturing
sector has not yet recovered to
where there is a great demand
for many common recyclables.
Having an equally dramatic
impact on the future of
recycling programs is the
scheduled elimination of
Pennsylvania Department of Environmental Protection
(PA DEP) grant programs that subsidized many
municipal recycling programs. Those grant programs
were paid from a recycling fund that is scheduled to
“sunset” as of January 1, 2012.
Getting back to the notion that recycling has
been free, we actually paid for the programs every

time we paid our garbage bills. Since 1990, waste haulers
have paid a $2.00 per ton tipping fee every time they took a
load of municipal waste to the landfill. That $2.00 per ton
was placed into the recycling fund administered by the PA
DEP, which was then portioned to counties and municipalities
through various recycling grant programs. The state’s
recycling grants were a great incentive to get recycling
programs started back in 1990, especially in mandated
municipalities that had to develop programs, hire staff, and
purchase equipment.
The recycling grants also provided an incentive for
municipalities to continue to encourage recycling by rewarding
them based on the volume of recyclables collected. Some
municipalities invested the money back into their recycling
programs, and other used the grant funds to pay for extras
or special programs.
Westmoreland Cleanways was not eligible directly for
the DEP grants, but worked with municipalities to increase
their grant awards. Grant funds coming back to
Westmoreland County communities averaged $120,000 and
more over the last few years. Some municipalities received
less than $100; others received thousands. Every bit helped
our municipalities fund services they normally would not have
been able to.
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The important point to remember, though, was that we paid for the
recycling fund every time we sent a check to our waste hauler. If your
municipality did not claim DEP grant funds, it was paid to another
municipality in another county.
As of this writing, the PA DEP has announced its plan for shutting
down the recycling grant program at the end of 2012, accounting for funds
that have already been committed, and the funds that will be collected
through 2011. A vote is scheduled for the beginning of January to extend
the recycling fee through 2020. Recycling industry leaders have been
lobbying our state legislators for months on the importance of recycling to
fund our communities, and to promote proper disposal and responsible use
of our natural resources.
IF the recycling fund is not extended, municipal and county
recycling programs across the state will be faced with elimination.
IF it is extended, there will be a collective sigh of relief.
ALL OF US, however, residents, businesses, municipal officials and
recycling professionals, must face the reality that recycling needs to be
economically sustainable if it is to survive in the long term. Recycling will
rebound, but with a substantially different face than we’ve grown used to
seeing.
We at Westmoreland Cleanways will stay on top of the discussions
in the recycling industry and continue to look for ways to keep recycling
opportunities alive and growing for everyone.
~~~~~~~~

So What Do We Do?
There are still lots of opportunities to recycle; in fact, more than
there were just a couple years ago. Many municipalities now have curbside
single stream recycling in addition to community drop-off programs. We
may begin to experience an increase in our waste bill because our haulers
now have to pay a fee to take recyclables to the recycling plant. It may not
be attributed to recycling on your bill, but it’s a safe bet that the two are
connected.
Voluntary drop-off programs will vary, depending on what is being
collected and how strong the market is for the material. Processors don’t
enter into collection programs lightly; there’s too much investment and too
much to lose. They are willing to ride out some rough spots if there is hope
that markets will turn around. Take advantage of existing drop-off
programs such as Abitibi’s paper program and cardboard, plastic/glass/cans
programs that are located at several municipalities. Check out
www.westmorelandcleanways.org for a continuously updated list of recycling
options.
Of course, reduce your waste in the first place and you won’t have
to worry about recycling it. Check out the following pages for more ideas
about how you can improve your home environment and help keep
Westmoreland County beautiful.
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Noteworthy—Updates on Some Favorite Projects
Chick-fil-A Eastgate Benefit for Westmoreland Cleanways
How about a tasty way to support Westmoreland Cleanways? Support your local cows and “Eat Mor
Chikin”®? Chick-fil-A at Eastgate Plaza on Rt. 30 in Greensburg is sponsoring a fundraiser
to benefit Westmoreland Cleanways on Thursday, February 18, and Thursday, March 18,
between the hours of 4:30 p.m. and 7:30 p.m. All you have to do is go to Chick-fil-A
Eastgate Plaza for dinner and mention Westmoreland Cleanways, bring this copy with you,
or download the flyer from our website to present when you place your order. Chick-fil-A
will donate 20% of your total sale to Westmoreland Cleanways. The offer is good for both in-store dining and
takeout. Yummm!!
~~~~~~~~

Recycle Stuff at GreenForge

In our last newsletter, we told you about the
Central Westmoreland Habitat for Humanities’
ReStore, Westmoreland County’s own center for
recycling and donating good, usable building products
and household goods. Find great material at a great
price and help provide affordable housing in our own
community at the same time.
The CWHFH ReStore has already outgrown its
first location and is moving into its new, larger location
at the Norwin Hills Shopping Center. The ReStore
grand opening is scheduled for Saturday, January 16,
from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m., and will be open every Saturday
after that. Shop, Donate, Volunteer—support the
environment, support your neighbors— save a buck,
save a tree, save a family. Visit www.cwhfh.org for
more information.
Central Westmoreland Habitat for Humanity
ReStore
Norwin Hills Shopping Center
8775 Norwin Avenue
North Huntingdon, PA 15642
(behind Rite-Aid and across from the Goodwill)

Moving to the GreenForge Building on Donohoe
Road was a great move. The GreenForge Building is a
great example of sustainability. It employs geothermal
heating and cooling, solar panels, permeable surface
paving, and a green roof (creates some interesting
sounds during a rainstorm)! Neighbors like the Smart
Growth Partnership, Western PA Coalition for
Abandoned Mine Reclamation, and PA Home Energy
provide a built-in resource of like-minded colleagues.
We’re more accessible than we ever were, making it
convenient for visitors to drop by with their
recyclables. And they do!
At any given time, we have a shipment of
household and rechargeable batteries, inkjet and laser
printer cartridges, videotapes, DVD/CDs, small
electronics, and cell phones. We also recycle telephone
books and small propane tanks. We have recycling
resources and literature available, we can schedule
programs, and show you what your rain barrel or
compost bin will look like.
Feel free to drop by to say hello and to pay
your dues in person—see what your dues are actually
paying for! Michelle and I would love to meet you.

~~~~
Compost Bin/Rain Barrel Sale—Fundraiser
There’s still time to reserve your compost bin or rain barrel before the offer is made public prior to the
March 27 distribution event. Holiday sales were brisk, indicating that we should have a good sale. You can
download an order form at www.westmorelandcleanways.org, or we can mail or email one to you.
Remember, the days of FREE compost bins are over (another PA DEP grant program that we can be
thankful for while it lasted, but will not be coming back). Just check at any garden supply store or website to see
what a great value these composters and rain barrels are. A portion of the proceeds from each composter or rain
barrel sold will be used to fund the many recycling and cleanup programs Westmoreland Cleanways offers.
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Cleanup Season Approaches
Fugitive Tire Roundup
Plans for the 2010 Fugitive Tire Roundup are
under way. This annual program, sponsored by area tire
dealers, recruits youth groups (posses) from
throughout the county to capture tires that have
escaped into the wild (fields, streams, roadsides) and
turn them in to participating tire dealers for proper
disposal. By corralling the illegally dumped tires, each
posse will earn a bounty that it can use to further its
own community projects.
Since 1995, over 50,000
fugitive tires that blighted our
Westmoreland County landscape
have been captured. Scout
groups, school groups, 4-H and
church groups earned over
$37,500 in bounty payments that
flowed back into our community
through other service projects. The Roundup is a
valuable tool to help rid our landscape of illegally
disposed tires, to educate participants on the
environmental damage caused by the dumping, and to
foster community pride.
This year, special focus will be on the tire piles
identified in PA CleanWays’ 2009 Illegal Dump Survey.
Literally thousands of tires were found in a majority of
the 300 Westmoreland County sites. We’d like to
concentrate on cleaning up those sites, and request
that posses target those tires for this year’s roundup.
A complete list of sites is available in our office, with
an approximate number of tires at each site.
To join the Fugitive Tire Roundup, posses must
follow a few rules:
◊ Pre-register by March 19, 2010
◊ Choose one Saturday in April (3, 10, 17 and 24) on
which to conduct the cleanup.
◊ Turn tires in to a participating tire dealer assigned
by Westmoreland Cleanways.
◊ Tires cannot be stockpiled prior to the collection
date; no tires can be collected from businesses or
private individuals.
◊ Tires must be collected and turned in on the same
day.
◊ Only tires off-rim can be accepted, and tires must
be turned in to the tire dealer by Noon of the
scheduled collection date.

To collect the bounty:
◊ A bounty is paid for the first 200 tires turned in ($.75
per tire; maximum of $150). Many posses capture many
more than that.
◊ Posses are encouraged to take before– and after– photos
of the cleanup sites and to discuss reasons the tires may
have been illegally dumped.
◊ Participants must complete a survey after the roundup
and return it to Westmoreland Cleanways in order to
claim the bounty.
A complete set of rules and registration information
will be posted on Westmoreland Cleanways’ website at http://
www.westmorelandcleanways.org/fugitive_tires.php.
Recruit your posse, pick a date, and register for the
Fugitive Tire Roundup by March 19. Email Michelle at
mkeenan@westmorelandcleanways.org, or call 724-836-4129.
We could also use a few more tire dealers willing to
sponsor a posse and dispose of the tires at a reduced disposal
rate. If your company would like to help, please call for
details.

2010
Pick It Up PA Days April 17
to May 1
While you’re planning your spring schedule, why
not include a cleanup? The Great PA Cleanup is April
24, but you can schedule your cleanup on whatever day
is convenient for you and your group.
The 2009 Illegal Dump Survey lists over 300
sites in Westmoreland County that could use some TLC.
Most of them aren’t big at all. A couple people with a
pickup truck would take care of them. PennDOT will
even pick up trash left along a state road if your
cleanup is registered through the program. When
you’re done, share your before– and after- photos and
stories on our new interactive website to serve as an
inspiration to your neighbors.
Check out the Great PA Cleanup website at
http://www.gacofpa.org/ for information on registering
your event, conducting a cleanup, educational resources,
and sponsor information. Westmoreland Cleanways and
PennDOT provide free disposal, trash bags, safety
vests and gloves to Great PA Cleanup participants.
All of us working together can make a serious
dent in eliminating the illegal dumps identified in last
year’s survey. We’ve come a long way toward cleaning
up Westmoreland County ... Let’s finish the job!
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Education News
Backyard Composting Workshops
Westmoreland Cleanways continues a full season of Backyard Composting Workshops for 2010 (see
Calendar of Events on Page 7). We’re happy to be working with some new partners and some old friends to make
the workshops more accessible and to showcase our partners’ facilities. Our first workshop of the year will be
March 24 at the Winnie Palmer Nature Reserve on the campus of St. Vincent College in Latrobe. Three
workshops will be held at The Barn at Donohoe Center, home of the Westmoreland Conservation District. Two
workshops will be held at Oak Hollow Park in North Huntingdon Township; finally, two workshops are scheduled for
Waste Management’s Valley Landfill in Penn Township (see following story).
Pre-registration is required for all classes; there is a $10 per person material fee payable at the door.
FREE COMPOST BINS are no longer available, but can be purchased on March 27 (see Page 3 for details). A
limited number of bins MAY be available for sale at a later date, but we cannot guarantee that additional compost
bins will be available after the sale. Call Michelle today to sign up for a Backyard Composting Workshop
convenient to you.

Spotlight On Valley Landfill
Waste Management-Valley Landfill has been a good friend to Westmoreland Cleanways for many years,
and donates free landfill space each year for all the trash collected during our cleanup activities. We are
especially pleased to partner with WM-Valley Landfill on our backyard composting workshops to highlight their
conservation and community outreach programs.
Valley Landfill has the only permitted commercial compost site in Westmoreland County, and won a 2009
Waste Watcher Award for its composting activities. Westmoreland Cleanways, along with representatives of the
Botanical Society of Westmoreland County and Penn State Master Gardeners, worked with Waste Management
and Valley Landfill staff on the Wildlife Habitat Council’s Corporate Lands for Learning program, which culminated
in Valley achieving the designation of Certified Wildlife Habitat. Future plans call for the development of various
gardens and outdoor learning spaces to complete the CLL certification.
Participants at the backyard composting workshops will see a commercial compost facility in action, as well
as state-of-the-art landfill technology. We look forward to some great workshops at Valley.

Earth Day is Just Around The Corner
While we’re suffering through the cold of January, we and our colleagues are busy planning for this year’s
Earth Day activities. Westmoreland Earth Day will be held at the Winnie Palmer Nature Reserve on Saturday,
April 24. This annual gathering of organizations from throughout the county attracts thousands of children and
adults alike anxious to learn more about the environmental treasures right in our own back yard.
Are you a teacher, a scout leader, or a student who would like a visit to your classroom or meeting?
Westmoreland Cleanways offers a variety of educational programs on conservation, recycling, and
vermicomposting suitable for children of all ages. We’re available for classroom presentations or evening
gatherings, for audiences of 1 or 100.
Contact Michelle today at mkeenan@westmorelandcleanways.org or 724-836-4129 to schedule your Earth
Day program.

2010 Hard-to-Recycle Stuff Collections
Collection season will be starting up in April, with two collections scheduled for the Westmoreland
Fairgrounds and two at the Norwin Hills Shopping Center (see the Calendar of Events for dates). Tires, lead acid
batteries, scrap metal, Freon appliances, and e-waste will be collected. Fees will apply to tires, Freon appliances
and e-waste, based on vendor pricing. Tires will be $1.75 per tire off-rim and $2.75 per tire on-rim; Freon
appliances are $20 per unit. Visit www.westmorelandcleanways.org or call 724-836-4129 for a complete pricelist
for e-waste.
Mark you calendar now, too for the Household Hazardous Waste Collection scheduled for October 2 at
the Arnold Palmer Regional Airport. Our thanks to Gabe Monzo and Dwayne Pickels, the Westmoreland County
Airport Authority, and to the PA DEP for making the collection possible.

CHRISTMAS TREE-CYCLING LOCATIONS
2010
Armbrust
Wilkinson Nurseries
Rt. 819
December 26—January 17 Open Dropoff
Allegheny Township
Maintenance Building
1169 School Road
December 26—January 31 Open Dropoff
Derry Borough
Borough Garage
East 1st Avenue
Thru January 31 Open Dropoff
Derry Township Municipal Building
5321 Rt. 982
Thru January 31 Open Dropoff
Donegal
Westmoreland Woodlands Association
¾ Mile North of Donegal on Rt. 711
Echo Valley Lane—Look for signs
January 2—31 Open Dropoff
Harrison City
Alwine Community 4-H Club
Schramms Farms & Orchards
Harrison City-Export Road
January 2 & 9 9am – 1pm
Hempfield Township
Hempfield Park, Route 66 North
Look for signs
December 26—January 31 Open Dropoff
Silvis Group
Silvis Farm (former Baron’s Earth Supply)
Baltzer Meyer Pike (Silvis Farm Road)
Saturdays in January, 8am—4pm
Irwin
Valley Landfill
Pleasant Valley Road
December 26 thru January 31
Mon—Fri 6am - 3pm, Closed weekends
Level Green Area-Penn Township
Community Women’s Club of Level Green
PTARC Building
Rt. 130 & Murrysville Road
December 26—January 10 Open Dropoff

For more info, call 724-836-4129
Or visit

www.westmorelandcleanways.org

Ligonier
Loyalhanna Watershed Association
Carey School Run Watershed Demo Area
Corner of West Main & Springer Rd.
December 26—January 31 Open Dropoff
Lower Burrell
Burrell H. S. Environmental Club
Municipal Building
January 2 & 9, 10am - 1pm
Mount Pleasant Borough
Municipal Compost Site
Between Kennedy Ave. & N. Depot Street
December 26—January 31
Mon—Fri, 8am – 1pm, Closed weekends
Murrysville
Murrysville/Export Rotary
Windstream Building (lot adjacent to parking area)—
Old William Penn Highway
January 2 & 9, 9am –1pm
New Florence
PA Game Commission
State Gamelands – Look for signs
January 1 thru 16 Open Dropoff
North Huntingdon
N. Huntingdon Township Public Works
12319 Rt. 30 West
Weekends in January, Sat & Sun, 8am-4pm
Scottdale
Greenridge Reclamation Landfill
234 Landfill Road
December 26 thru January 31
Mon—Fri, 8am – 3pm, Closed weekends
Unity Township Municipal Building
154 Beatty County Road
January 4—January 29
Mon—Fri, 7am—3pm, Closed weekends
Youngwood
Borough Maintenance Building
Behind Youngwood Auto Discount Store
December 28 thru January 15
Mon—Fri 7am - 3pm, Closed weekends
Yukon
ARC Technologies Corporation
226 Lumber Street
December 26 thru January 31, Open Dropoff
SPONSORS
Westmoreland Cleanways
Westmoreland County Sportsmen’s League
J. A. Rutter Company
Penn Township
Borough of Youngwood

Westmoreland Cleanways
CALENDAR OF EVENTS
2010

APRIL—con’t.
24 Westmoreland Earth Day
Winnie Palmer Nature Reserve
Noon—4 p.m.
24 Fugitive Tire Roundup

MAY
“Talkin Trash” with 1480 WCNS
8:30 a.m.
1
Backyard Composting Workshop
The Barn at Donohoe Center
9 a.m.—11:30 a.m.
1 Hard-To-Recycle Stuff*
OCTOBER
Collection
Norwin Hills Shopping Center
2 “Talkin Trash” with
8;30 a.m.—Noon
1480 WCNS
13 Monthly Meeting 6:30 p.m.
8:30 a.m.
15 Backyard Composting Workshop 2 HHW Collection
Oak Hollow Park, NHT
Arnold Palmer
9 a.m.—11:30 a.m.
Regional Airport
22 Backyard Composting Workshop
9 a.m.—2 p.m.
Valley Landfill, Penn Township
9 Hard-To-Recycle Stuff*
9 a.m.—11:30 a.m.
Collection
Westmoreland Fairgrounds
8:30 a.m.—Noon
JUNE
14 Monthly Meeting—630 p.m.
5 “Talkin Trash” with 1480 WCNS
16 Backyard Composting Workshop
8:30 a.m.
Valley Landfill, Penn Township
5 Backyard Composting Workshop
9 a.m.—11:30 a.m.
The Barn at Donohoe Center
NOVEMBER
9 a.m.—11:30 a.m.
10 Monthly Meeting 6:30 p.m.
6
“Talkin Trash” with 1480 WCNS
8:30 a.m.
JULY
6
Backyard Composting Workshop
Oak Hollow Park—NHT
3 “Talkin Trash” with 1480 WCNS
9 a.m.—11:30 a.m.
8:30 a.m.
15 America Recycles Day
18 Monthly Meeting 6:30 p.m.
1

JANUARY

1—31 Christmas Tree Recycling
2 “Talkin Trash” with 1480 WCNS
8:30 a.m.
14 Monthly Meeting 6:30 p.m.
FEBRUARY
“Talkin Trash” with 1480 WCNS
8:30 a.m.
11 Monthly Meeting 6:30 p.m.
6

MARCH
1 Cleanup Season Begins
6 “Talkin Trash” with 1480 WCNS
8:30 a.m.
11 Monthly Meeting 6:30 p.m.
24 Backyard Compost Workshop
Winnie Palmer Nature Reserve
27 Compost Bin/Rain Barrel Sale
GreenForge Building
9 a.m.—4 p.m. *or until sold out*

1
3

3
8
10

10
17
24

APRIL
Earth Month Begins
“Talkin Trash” with
1480 WCNS
8:30 a.m.
Fugitive Tire Roundup
Monthly Meeting 6:30 p.m.
Hard-To-Recycle Stuff*
Collection
Westmoreland Fairgrounds
8;30 a.m.—Noon
Fugitive Tire Roundup
Fugitive Tire Roundup
Great American Cleanup of PA

7
SEPTEMBER
4
“Talkin Trash” with 1480 WCNS
8:30 a.m.
9
Annual Meeting
6 p.m.
9
Monthly Meeting 6:30 p.m.
18 Backyard Composting Workshop
The Barn at Donohoe Center
9 a.m.—11:30 a.m.
18 Hard-To-Recycle Stuff*
Collection
Norwin Hills Shopping Center
8;30 a.m.—Noon

Don’t forget to
recycle at the
Fair!
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DECEMBER
“Talkin Trash” with 1480 WCNS
8:30 a.m.

AUGUST
25 Merry Christmas!!!
“Talkin Trash” with 1480 WCNS
8:30 a.m.
Please check your
12 Monthly Meeting 6:30 p.m.
quarterly newsletter for
20-28 Westmoreland Fair
7

*Tire/Batteries/Freon/Appliances/Electronics

any changes to scheduled
events.
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RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

If you do not want to receive this newsletter,
please call 724-836-4129 and ask to have your
name removed from our mailing list.

What We’re All About
Westmoreland Cleanways is a non-profit 501(c)(3) organization
whose mission is to protect, restore and maintain the environmental
qualities of our county for the benefit of all who live, work, and visit
herein. Westmoreland Cleanways accomplishes its mission by
sponsoring and promoting programs that address the proper
disposal of solid waste through recycling, special collections, and the
cleanup of illegal dumpsites and littered areas. We educate the
public through presentations, print media and the web.
Westmoreland Cleanways initiates and facilitates programs by
bringing together a network of volunteers, industry leaders, and state
and local government representatives to provide services in the most
efficient and economical manner. We are funded by the county
commissioners, member fees, private donations, sponsorships and
grants. Volunteers donate time, energy and expertise to carry out
our mission.

We hope you enjoyed our newsletter. To support our
activities, please become a member. Return this coupon
and your payment to Westmoreland Cleanways, 226
Donohoe Road, Suite 101, Greensburg, PA 15601-7470.

Date __________
Name:_____________________________________
Address:___________________________________
City ______________________Zip+4____________
County:____________________________________
Phone: (h)______________ (w)________________
Email: _____________________________________

Volunteers and new members are always welcome. Won’t you
call our office, visit us on the web, or attend a meeting to learn more
about how you can be a part of Westmoreland Cleanways?

___ Individual $5
___ Lifetime Individual $100
___ Family $15
___ Lifetime Family $300
___ Organization/Business $25
___ Municipal $25
___ Corporation $100 ___ Lifetime Corporate $500

~ MEETING NOTICE ~

___ Additional contributions are greatly appreciated.

Regular meetings are held at 6:30 PM in the Westmoreland
Conservation District Barn, 218 Donohoe Road, Greensburg,
on the second Thursday of every month (except July &
December). Call 724-836-4129 for information. Everyone is
welcome.

Memberships and contributions are tax
deductible, as defined by law

WE DO NOT SHARE OR SELL OUR MAILING LIST

