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Helping people make a difference in Westmoreland County
Single Stream Recycling Program
To Be Suspended
It is with deep regret that GreenstarPittsburgh informed Westmoreland Cleanways that the
Single Stream Recycling Program will be suspended as
of January 31 due to the catastrophic downturn of the
economy and recycling markets across the world. We
are, to say the least, heartbroken.
We were first notified of the drastic
developments in early November, and have been
working diligently with Greenstar and others, pursuing
all avenues and possibilities to keep the program going,
hoping to be able to hold on until economic conditions
improve. Unfortunately, current predictions are that
markets will not change in the foreseeable future, 18
to 24 months at least.
This situation has nothing to do with the
success of the program.
It has grown beyond all
expectations, experiencing a 29% increase in material
collected in December alone! It also has nothing to do
with the credibility of Greenstar or Waste
Management. They are the best in the industry and we
greatly respect the support they give to Westmoreland
Cleanways.
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demand for those goods stopped, so did the need for
recyclable material - that hard and that fast.
Westmoreland Cleanways is privileged to serve
Westmoreland County. This is an excellent program
that proved that recycling can and does work. We view
this as a temporary setback that will certainly not
deter us from trying it again when market conditions
improve.
In the meantime, we will work to find other
alternatives and options to recycling. Waste reduction
will be a key - now would be a good time to re-examine
your purchasing habits to identify ways to eliminate
waste. If you don’t get it in the first place, you won’t
worry about how to recycle it.
We will continue to conduct events for hard-todispose items (tires, batteries, freon appliances, scrap
metal, electronics, TVs, HHW), and have some
other new initiatives planned as well. Of course, there
are always litter cleanups and illegal dump cleanup
projects. Environmental stewardship doesn't end with
recycling.
Take inspiration from articles in this
newsletter to find other ways to reduce consumption,
conserve energy, protect our waterways from pollution,
and clean up our community.
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This has everything to do with the global
economic crisis reaching our doorsteps. You only have
to read the papers to realize what's happening: Alcoa
shutting down plants (aluminum); US Steel cutting back
(metals); Consol Energy closing mines (energy); retail
stores closing (cardboard), the auto industry in
peril. If anything, this speaks to the success of
recycling - that all of the material being collected goes
directly to the remanufacture of new goods. When
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Reduce & Reuse Tip #1
You know those advertising
magnets that come stuck on the new
phone book? After you make note of
the information on the magnet,
create your own magnetic photo
frame. Simply glue your favorite
photo (or Westmoreland Cleanways
logo) onto the magnet, trim to suit
the photo, and decorate your file
cabinet or fridge!

Recycling—
Recycling—Alternative Locations
Many recycling options will still be available to Westmoreland
County residents and businesses; the kinds of material that can be
recycled will be limited.
270,000 residents living in mandated municipalities will still have
access to curbside recycling. Curbside recycling programs are required
by PA law. Residents should recycle plastics, aluminum and metal cans,
and/or glass, depending on what is collected in their municipality.
Businesses within mandated municipalities are required by law
and municipal ordinance to recycle. Waste haulers can provide recycling
service along with refuse disposal.
Westmoreland Cleanways staff is available to perform a waste
audit, a useful tool to identify specific waste streams and offer
suggestions for waste reduction, reuse or elimination.
Drop-off bins for commingled material will remain at the
following locations:
◊ Delmont Lions Club, Delmont Boro Maintenance Garage: #1 and #2
plastic, aluminum and bimetal cans, clear/green/brown glass;
newsprint. First Saturday of each month 8 a.m.—Noon
724-468-4551
◊ Derry Township Municipal Building: #1 and #2 plastic, aluminum and
bimetal cans, clear/green/brown glass. Available 24 hrs.
◊ Latrobe Transfer Station: #1 and #2 plastic, aluminum and bimetal
cans, clear/green/brown glass; Corrugated Cardboard. Hours 7 a.m.—
2 p.m. M-F; 7 a.m.—Noon Saturdays 724-537-8974
◊ Greenridge Reclamation Landfill: #1 and #2 plastic, aluminum and
bimetal cans, clear/green/brown glass; corrugated cardboard,
newsprint (B&W) 724-887-9444
◊ Roadway Plaza, Seward: #1 and #2 plastic, aluminum and bimetal
cans, clear/green/brown glass; newsprint (B&W) 24 Hr. Access
◊ Salandro Refuse, Inc., off Rt. 119 in Crabtree:
Corrugated
cardboard. Fee may apply. Call 724-668-2020 for details.
◊ Valley Landfill: #1 and #2 plastic, aluminum and bimetal cans, clear/
green/brown glass Hours 5:30 a.m.—4 p.m. M-F 724-744-4000
◊ Westmoreland Waste Landfill: #1 and #2 plastic, aluminum and
bimetal cans, clear/green/brown glass. Hours 7 a.m. - 3 p.m. M-F;
7 a.m.—11 a.m. Saturday
Options for fiber (cardboard, newspaper, office paper,
telephone books, and other types of paper) are much more limited.
Some animal shelters and farmers may still want newsprint for animal
bedding. Please call our office if you need a source of paper or would
like to be included on our referral list.
Abitibi Paper Retrievers are located in several
locations throughout the county. They accept newsprint,
magazines/catalogs, office paper and junk mail. Check out
the bin locator at www.paperretriever.com for a bin near you.
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2008 Appreciation Dinner Highlights a Year of Success
Volunteers from across the county came
together on Friday, December 5, for an evening of
celebration to honor all those who contributed to a
banner year of programming
and new initiatives
sponsored by Westmoreland Cleanways in 2008.
Special guests in attendance included cleanup
volunteers, programming partners, members, and
contributors.
A highlight of the evening was a presentation
by guest speaker Ward Dingmann, Vice President of
Operations for Levin Furniture, who shared with the
audience some of the unique and innovative waste
reduction, recycling and energy saving strategies that
earned the company a 2008 Waste Watcher Award.
Recognized for his outstanding achievement of
attaining the rank of Eagle Scout was Mark DeDiana, a
member of Boy Scout Troop 478 and senior at Greater
Latrobe Senior High School. Mark implemented the
first-ever recycling effort for beverage bottles and
cans at the Latrobe Fourth of July Celebration, an
annual event that attracts thousands of visitors over
the course of several days. Mark coordinated the
effort with the Latrobe Fourth of July Celebration
committee, Allied Waste, and Westmoreland Cleanways.
Mark was presented with a Certificate of Appreciation
“in recognition of his efforts to promote recycling and
environmental stewardship in his community, and for
promoting the mission of Westmoreland Cleanways.”
Robert Deniker was recognized for the
distinctive achievement of maintaining his PA
CleanWays-adopted road for 10 years, a milestone
reached through dedication and commitment to making
his corner of Ligonier Township a cleaner place to live.

2008 Waste Watcher Presentation (L to R):
Ellen Keefe,
Commissioner Tom Balya, Robert Levin, President of Levin Furniture,
Michele Nestor representing PA Recycling Markets Center, Michael
Forbeck representing PA DEP, Lorin Meeder of Cranberry Township
representing PROP.

2008’s special honorees were “The Media”, all
of the local reporters, community newspapers,
magazines and radio stations who cover Westmoreland
County to keep us up-to-date on what’s happening in our
community. While we’d like to think that everyone
reads “By The Way”, Westmoreland Cleanways and all
of the non-profit groups who sponsor meaningful
programs or need community support depend on our
local media to help get the word out about their events.
2008 was a phenomenal year for Westmoreland
Cleanways in terms of new and expanded programs,
from recycling to electronics collections to Backyard
Composting workshops. Stories appeared in just about
every media outlet covering the county, and their
coverage was reflected in the increased awareness of
our programs from the public.
Attending the dinner were Ashley Kessler from
1480 WCNS Radio, Christine Fox representing the
Tribune Review, and Cathy Gerhard Williams and Briana
Dwire Tomack from the Laurel Mountain Post.
Finally, Westmoreland Cleanways board and
staff saluted all of our volunteers who work the events,
give up their free time preparing mailings, get
splattered with mud collecting tires, or stand in the
rain..or the heat..or the cold, so that people who take
advantage of our collections receive the best care and
service we can provide.
We receive so many
compliments about how well-organized our events are—
it’s because our volunteers are committed to making
this a first-class organization.
We never tire of saluting our volunteers, our
partners, our donors.
Together, we are …
Westmoreland Cleanways.

Photo courtesy of Kim Stepinsky/For the Tribune Review

Board members gather at the Appreciation Dinner (L to R):
Michael Quatrini, Fred Goodman, Albert Barnett, Archie
Bossart
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Backyard Compost Workshops—
Workshops—Last Chance to Get A Free Bin!
Backyard composting—the ideal way to properly
manage your organic waste, improve the health of your
soil, get your exercise, and enjoy the outdoors all at
the same time—and it’s absolutely free!
Numerous studies have concluded that up to
25% of waste going to our landfills is organic material
that otherwise could be composted.
That same
percentage holds true for waste generated in our
homes. Kitchen scraps and yard waste (leaves, grass
clippings, brush trimmings) can easily be put in a pile in
the corner of your yard, where, with minimal effort, it
will break down into compost that can be worked into
your garden soil or lawn, providing numerous benefits.
The volume of material decreases by two-thirds or
more. Collectively, this equals literally acres of landfill
space in Westmoreland County alone.
Westmoreland Cleanways, along with Penn State
Master Gardeners, conduct Backyard Composting
Workshops annually to teach the art of composting to
both novices and seasoned veterans alike. For the last
9 years, we’ve had the good fortune to be able to offer
free backyard composting bins to class participants.
These Earth Machines, manufactured by Norseman
Plastics from recycled #2 plastic, were provided by the
PA Department of Environmental Protection and Penn
State Department of Crop & Soil Science. Over 1,000
workshop participants received a free Earth Machine
so they could put their new knowledge to good use.
We were notified that 2009 will be the last
year for the compost bin distribution program. The
Earth Machine bins, which retail for approximately
$85, will be given to each workshop participant until
our supply is gone. With 9 workshops to choose from,
we should have enough of a supply so that everyone who
attends a workshop this year can receive a bin.

Earth Machine in Use

It’s important to remember, though, that while
the free compost bin is nice, it certainly is not a tool
necessary for successful composting.
Workshop
participants will learn the fundamentals of composting,
what makes it rot, techniques on how to build a compost
pile and how to manage it, troubleshooting, AND how to
make your own compost bins for free or using
inexpensive materials. Old pallets, wire fencing, and
concrete block make great compost bins.
Pre-registration is required to attend a
compost workshop, and there is a $5 per person
material charge, payable at the door. Following is a list
of scheduled classes. We recommend that you register
as soon as possible, as class size is limited and the
classes fill quickly.
Date
March 11
April 18
May 2
May 16
June 6
Sept. 12
October 3
October 10
November 7

Concrete Block Bin at Westmoreland
Cleanways Demonstration Site

Location/Time
Winnie Palmer Nature Reserve, Latrobe
6 p.m.—8 p.m.
Oak Hollow Park, North Huntingdon
9 a.m.—11 a.m.
The Barn at Donohoe Ctr., Greensburg
9 a.m.—Noon
Oak Hollow Park, North Huntingdon
9 a.m.—11 a.m.
The Barn at Donohoe Ctr., Greensburg
9 a.m.—Noon
The Barn at Donohoe Ctr., Greensburg
9 a.m.—Noon
The Barn at Donohoe Ctr., Greensburg
9 a.m.—Noon
Oak Hollow Park, North Huntingdon
9 a.m.—11 a.m.
Oak Hollow Park, North Huntingdon
9 a.m.—11 a.m.

Keefe Backyard Compost Site
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2009 Fugitive Tire Program
As another cleanup season rolls around, it will soon be time to prepare for the Fugitive Tire Program, an
educational program where youth groups are recruited to scour the countryside for illegally dumped tires, collect
them, and turn them in to a participating tire dealer for proper disposal. The Fugitive Tire Program is absolutely
one of Westmoreland Cleanways’ most popular programs. Groups that started collecting tires in 1995 still call
every year to register for the event. Thousands of young people have seen first-hand the environmental damage
caused by illegally dumping tires, and were able to do something positive for their community and the environment
by cleaning them up. Those thousands of young people collected over 48,200 tires in 13 years. That equates to
1,687 tons of rubber, or enough tires to outfit 12,050 cars, which would fill Westmoreland Mall’s parking lot
twice. And you thought it was hard to get a parking space at Christmas time!
Sometimes we think there can’t possibly be more tires out there. While there are some back roads that
continually get dumped (possibly because the dumper knows the tires will get picked up) the majority of tires are
at old dump sites. According to rough statistics reported so far in the 2009 Illegal Dump Survey, another 3,000
have been spotted.
The Fugitive Tire Program runs each Saturday during the Earth Month of April. Any youth group is
invited to participate: boy or girl scouts, church youth group, or school club. Participating groups must choose
one Saturday in which to go out, collect the tires, and return them to a participating tire dealer by Noon of the
same day. Tires must be collected from the wild; they cannot have been stored on someone’s property or
collected ahead of time. The group must deliver the tires to a tire dealer assigned to them, who will be prepared
to receive the tires on the chosen day. Young people are encouraged to discuss the reasons the tires were
dumped where they were rather than being properly disposed, to take before– and after– photos, and must
complete a questionnaire about their experience. In return, the youth group earns a bounty of $.75 per tire for
each tire up to the first 200 collected. The bounty can be used for whatever special purpose the group has. It
often is used to fund another service project in the community, making the Fugitive Tire Program a truly win-win
situation for everyone.
Registration for the 2009 Fugitive Tire Program will run mid-February through mid-March. Call Michelle
at 724-836-4129 to receive your registration packet.

Scenes from 2008
Fugitive Tire Program

Reduce & Reuse Tip #2
Since recycling paper is going to become very
difficult for quite a while, we’ll be looking for some
alternative uses.
Here’s one out of the way-back
machine….newspaper logs for the fireplace or outdoor firepit
or campfire.
The concept is simple.
Roll several layers of
newspaper tightly and bind with string or wire, and use them
instead of wood or in addition to wood. Here’s a website
that had particularly good information, although many
interesting sites come up if you type “newspaper logs” into
your favorite search engine:
www.associatedcontent.com/article/69357/
making_newspaper_logs
Reduce & Reduce Tip #3
New phone directories will be coming out soon, so we
don’t know how quickly this will work, but it will solve an
annoying problem anyway. So many people use the internet
to look up phone numbers that telephone directories are
becoming obsolete. Here’s a link to remove your name from
the distribution list:
http://www.yellowpagesgoesgreen.org/stop-yellow-pages/.
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Special Collection Season
The 2009 Calendar of Events is packed with
events sure to meet your needs this coming year.
We’ve scheduled four Tire/Battery/Appliance/
Electronics collections, 2 in the spring and 2 in the fall.
Westmoreland Cleanways has had many
successful collections at the Norwin Hills Shopping
Center and look forward to going back at the invitation
of Gina Sonnik of Lamar Companies, the new property
managers.
We also have 2 collections scheduled for the
Westmoreland Fairgrounds, although the fall date may
be changed. Always be sure to check your quarterly
newsletter, the website, or call the office to confirm
the date of a scheduled event.
Westmoreland Cleanways welcomes back the
following vendors for this year’s events:
◊ Tires—Dan’s Tire from Dickerson Run, Fayette
County.
Dan Roadman and his crew give
Westmoreland Cleanways hours of their time every
year, recapping tires that can be salvaged and
delivering the rest to Liberty Tire’s Braddock PA
facility where they are ground and marketed for
various applications. They also recycle the vehicle/
lead acid batteries.
◊ Freon Appliances-The Appliance Warehouse on
Pittsburgh’s South Side collects old freon
appliances, removes the freon, refurbishes the unit
if possible, and recycles the metal if it’s beyond
repair; check out www.appliancewarehouse.com for
all of their services from sales to installation to
parts.
◊ Electronics-eLoop LLC specializes in cost effective,
secure and environmentally responsible disposal of
outdated electronic equipment.
◊ Scrap Metal-Salandro’s Refuse, Inc. collects scrap
metal, alkaline batteries, and propane tanks.
◊ Miscellaneous: Westmoreland Cleanways staff will
take compact fluorescent lights (CFLs), old
Christmas lights, rechargeable batteries, cell
phones, videotapes, CD/DVDs, floppy disks and ink
cartridges.
We will continue to add items to be collected as we find
more outlets and resources for proper disposal (see
Holiday Lights Disposal Tip opposite).

2009 Collection Price List
Automobile/light truck Tires

$1.75 off rim*
$2.75 on rim*
Truck tires & tractor tires (based on ply and size)
Determined on site
Freon Appliances (includes disposal)

$20/unit

(refrigerators, freezers, dehumidifiers,
air conditioners, water coolers, compressors)

Electronics (in general) (prices set by vendor):
Wires, mice, cords, remotes
$1.00*
Stereos, VCRs, fax machines
$2.00
Drives, circuit boards, keyboards
$2.00
Power supply, printer, scanner
$5.00*
CPU/Tower/Case
$5.00*
Monitor
$10.00
Complete Computer System
$15.00*
Microwaves
$8.00
Floor model copiers/printers
$35.00
Televisions
< 19”
$15.00
20”-29”
$25.00
30”-39”
$35.00
>40”
$50.00
*Westmoreland Cleanways members receive discount.

Holiday Lights Disposal Tip
How many sets of non-working Christmas
lights do you have? Here’s a great way to get rid
of them. Check out HolidayLEDs.com Christmas
Light Recycling Program. If you ship your old
lights to them, they will break them down into
recyclable components, and send you a 15%
discount coupon for any product on their website.
Of course, the idea is to promote the more
vibrant, brighter, cooler LED lights which use 80%
less energy than traditional incandescent bulbs and
can last for over 50,000 hours (their claim, not
ours).
If you don’t want to bother shipping them
yourself, drop them off at one of our collections or
at the office—we’ll find a use for that 15%
discount!
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Westmoreland Cleanways
CALENDAR OF EVENTS
2009

APRIL—con’t.
18 Westmoreland Earth Day
Winnie Palmer Nature Reserve
Noon—4 p.m.
25 Fugitive Tire Program

5
10
10

2
JANUARY

1—31 Christmas Tree Recycling
3 “Talkin Trash” with 1480 WCNS
8:30 a.m.
8 Monthly Meeting 6:30 p.m.
FEBRUARY
“Talkin Trash” with 1480 WCNS
8:30 a.m.
12 Monthly Meeting 6:30 p.m.
7

MARCH
1 Cleanup Season Begins
7 “Talkin Trash” with 1480 WCNS
8:30 a.m.
11 Backyard Composting Workshop
Winnie Palmer Nature Reserve
6 p.m.—8 p.m.
12 Monthly Meeting
6:30 p.m.

2

2

9

14
16

4
4

9
11
18

18
18

APRIL
Earth Month Begins
“Talkin Trash” with 1480 WCNS
8:30 a.m.
Fugitive Tire Program
TBAE* Collection
Norwin Hills Shopping Center
8;30 a.m.—Noon
Monthly Meeting 6:30 p.m.
Fugitive Tire Program
Backyard Composting Workshop
Oak Hollow Park, N. Huntingdon
9 a.m. — Noon
GREAT PA CLEANUP
Fugitive Tire Program

*Tire/Batteries/Appliances/Electronics

12

12

19

26

OCTOBER
“Talkin Trash” with 1480 WCNS
8:30 a.m.
3 HHW Collection—TENTATIVE
Westmoreland Fairgrounds
9 a.m.—2 p.m.
3 Backyard Composting Workshop
The Barn at Donohoe Center
9 a.m.—Noon
8 Monthly Meeting—630 p.m.
10 Backyard Composting Workshop
Oak Hollow Park—NHT
9 a.m.— 11 a.m.

3
JUNE
6 “Talkin Trash” with 1480 WCNS
8:30 a.m.
6 Backyard Composting Workshop
The Barn at Donohoe Center
9 a.m.—Noon
11 Monthly Meeting 6:30 p.m.

4
1
4

MAY
“Talkin Trash” with 1480 WCNS
8:30 a.m.
TBAE* Collection
Westmoreland Fairgrounds
8:30 a.m.—Noon
Backyard Composting Workshop
The Barn at Donohoe Center
9 a.m.—Noon
Master Gardener Plant Sale
Donohoe Center
8 a.m.—1 p.m.
Monthly Meeting 6:30 p.m.
Backyard Composting Workshop
Oak Hollow Park, NHT
9 a.m.—Noon

SEPTEMBER
“Talkin Trash” with 1480 WCNS
8:30 a.m.
Annual Meeting
6 p.m.
Monthly Meeting
6:30 p.m.
Backyard Composting Workshop
The Barn at Donohoe Center
9 a.m.—Noon
TBAE *Collection TENTATIVE
Westmoreland Fairgrounds
8:30 a.m.—Noon
HHW Collection—TENTATIVE
Hi-Way Drive-In
Rt. 30 Latrobe
9 a.m.—2 p.m.
OR
TBAE* Collection
Norwin Hills Shopping Center
8:30 a.m.—Noon

JULY
“Talkin Trash” with 1480 WCNS
8:30 a.m.

AUGUST
“Talkin Trash” with 1480 WCNS 7
8:30 a.m.
13 Monthly Meeting 6:30 p.m.
7
14 Westmoreland Fair—see our
display at the Sportsmen’s Tent
1

thru Aug 22)

Please check your
quarterly
newsletter for
any changes to
scheduled events.

NOVEMBER
“Talkin Trash” with 1480 WCNS
8:30 a.m.
Backyard Composting Workshop
Oak Hollow Park—NHT
9 a.m.—11 a.m.
12 Monthly Meeting 6:30 p.m.
15 America Recycles Day
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DECEMBER
Appreciation Dinner
TENTATIVE-Location TBD

By
8 the Way - Winter 2009
W ESTMORELAND CLEANWAYS
226 DONOHOE ROAD, SUITE 101
GREENSBURG, PA 15601-7470

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

Non Profit Org.
U.S. Postage
PAID
Greensburg, PA
Permit No. 276

If you do not want to receive this newsletter,
please call 724-836-4129 and ask to have your
name removed from our mailing list.

What We’re All About
Westmoreland Cleanways is a non-profit 501(c)(3) organization
whose mission is to protect, restore and maintain the environmental
qualities of our county for the benefit of all who live, work, and visit
herein. Westmoreland Cleanways accomplishes its mission by
sponsoring and promoting programs that address the proper
disposal of solid waste through recycling, special collections, and the
cleanup of illegal dumpsites and littered areas. We educate the
public through presentations, print media and the web.
Westmoreland Cleanways initiates and facilitates programs by
bringing together a network of volunteers, industry leaders, and state
and local government representatives to provide services in the most
efficient and economical manner. We are funded by the county
commissioners, member fees, private donations, sponsorships and
grants. Volunteers donate time, energy and expertise to carry out
our mission.

We hope you enjoyed our newsletter. To support our
activities, please become a member. Return this coupon
and your payment to Westmoreland Cleanways, 226
Donohoe Road, Suite 101, Greensburg, PA 15601-7470.

Date __________
Name:_____________________________________
Address:___________________________________
City ______________________Zip+4____________
County:____________________________________
Phone: (h)______________ (w)________________
Email: _____________________________________

Volunteers and new members are always welcome. Won’t you
call our office, visit us on the web, or attend a meeting to learn more
about how you can be a part of Westmoreland Cleanways?

___ Individual $5
___ Lifetime Individual $100
___ Family $15
___ Lifetime Family $300
___ Organization/Business $25
___ Municipal $25
___ Corporation $100 ___ Lifetime Corporate $500

~ MEETING NOTICE ~

___ Additional contributions are greatly appreciated.

Regular meetings are held at 6:30 PM in the Westmoreland
Conservation District Barn, 218 Donohoe Road, Greensburg,
on the second Thursday of every month (except July &
December). Call 724-836-4129 for information. Everyone is
welcome.

Memberships and contributions are tax
deductible, as defined by law

WE DO NOT SHARE OR SELL OUR MAILING LIST

