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How to Build a Vermicomposting Bin 
 

 
 

Supplies:  
Opaque plastic storage box with lid (see below) 
Drill 
1/8, 9/64 or a 5/32-inch drill bit 
Newspaper 

Redworms (see below) 
Burlap, the same size as the bin (optional) 
Paper shredder (optional) 

 
Plastic Bin Size and Redworm specifications: 

Number of People in the House Worms needed (1 lb. ≈ 1000 worms) Bin Size (ft) 
1-2 people 1 pound 2 x 2 x 1 

2-3 people 2 pounds 2.5 x 2 x 1 
4-6 people 3-4 Pounds 3 x 2 x 1 

 

 The above dimensions are estimates, if necessary, go slightly bigger and deeper.      
 Hint: you will be digging around in the bin, so do not buy a bin that is deeper than your arm’s length; you 

need to be able to reach the bottom.  
 Worms are very sensitive to light, therefore, purchase an opaque bin that light can’t enter.   
 

Build the Bins 
Add the air holes 
 Option 1:  Approximately 3 inches from bottom, drill holes within a circular pattern about the size of a half 

dollar, leaving a 3-4- inch space between the circles.   
 Option 2:  Approximately 3 inches from the bottom, drill 3-4 rows of holes.  Rows should be about 1-2 inch 

apart from each other, and within the row, holes should also be 1-2 inches apart from each other.   
 
Option 1           Option 2 
 
 
 
 
 

Add Bedding 
 Use a paper shredder to cut newspaper into strips, or tear by hand.   
 Place the newspaper into the bin, covering the entire bottom, and at least 6-8 inches deep.  
 Pour/spray water over the newspaper and stir so that all bedding becomes damp.   

o  Be careful not to over-water as there is no drainage.  If too wet- just add more bedding.   
o Bedding should feel like a wrung-out sponge. 

 
ADD REDWORMS TO THE BEDDING 
 Redworms are available at bait shops, worm farms and online sites.   
 After adding the worms, place a sheet of newspaper or burlap over the top of the bedding and worms.  

This will help slow down the rate of water evaporation and help keep the bin dark.   
 Place the lid on the bin, keep it cracked (if possible) to aid with air flow.  
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